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"Police. oppression in Bagi poodle vet | 
wen eat 1 says that on 1 afternoon o 
proclaimed thro 


hout the town of Barisal by beat of drum a no — 4 
should be carried on on thé following Satu: Any, the day of the late Queen's 
funeral, and that both buyers. . lers would be fined, Rs. 50 each. On 
being asked Who had issued this order, et police said, the 7 — but 
we could not oo pees ine EA a was ent by the 1 
on the following day, a o result was that ren 151 
and others, who 1 fn, ts into the, arm on ee great | | 
learnt) on nel e Magistracy vor the 

orders 5 for enforcement; and we know ‘t 
has no right to issue such an order. | 
2. Referring to the. aseault, which was some time ago guna we, on 2 
Employment of military . 8 ** pe * ie Bri e 
„ at we railway sta 2 
to check oppression by soldiers. _Priya-o- nda ee ey (Calcu: utta] of 
the 6th February says that che employment of a military police in the Barrack 
= railway station and the adjoining places, after the murder of 5. ie Saree 
andre Sarkar, had put a check upon oppression of natives by soldiers of the 
Batrackpore Oantonment. But for some 1 reason the Sober nt of a 
"police: ab that station has been discontinued, and as the effect of this 


short-mghted policy, oppressions are again becoming rife, Some E ago a 

cae of drenken, e idiers. created a 3 at the on station and 
truelly killed a to someledy. It is absolutely necessary that to 
keep 45 soldiers se a mi ‘police should be emp! 2757 not only at 


the e re station, but at all places which are frequentad by. European 
Aare e military authorities should. take this proposal into their con- 
Sera u.. 
8. The same paper: has been informed. 8 special corre dent at 
— 4 Dao that sometime ago a dead body wa found 
wo nee sae ot Up by an Ine on the bank of .a river near that to Sub- 
Inspector Ananda Chandra bakurt investi- 
the case, and artes that — body y had been orth 8900 by the river 
m some other place o Bu pspector Amdad ‘who a reputa-— 
tion wish ‘the authorities as a good Seep of officer, knew from Auen d 
the body was that of a man who had been killed by a. certain lunatid, and he 
vent up the lunatic for trial before the Subdivisional Officer of Nara 
That officer believed the .Imspentor’s, report and dishalinved: that, of the Sub 
Inspector. He atbeordinghy committed the base to the sessions and sent 
the accused to the lunatic asylum. When the accused came roun ‘he was tried 
at the Sessions Court and was unanimously found 2 uilty by Ju 


The Judge said in his ment that Sub. 
Officer against the sab Ings 2 55 Co we Ea. nai bes 
Sub-Inspecter had acted ri W. ‘and that 


by the prosecution te have been all got up ne 5 1 2 who, A aer 
deserved censure, This case ahews what nacht is done by, the employment 


of men like Amdad Aliias Police 
800 Februsry says that e Lost 


4. The Aitavani {Oaleutta } of 4 


N. pal Curzon 1 5 0 all business e 
funeral-day. pie x 1 4 . rm the 

shops in Calontte should b be mapa 
People, Yet everybody, was. ee 
that day, and an impression was spread. 
shop on the dey.in question would 
8 In consequence of this pr 
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the police forcibly closed some shops. This was, if true, extremely wrong on 
the part of the police, because it is not right, to force people to give expression 
to loyalty or sorrow.. The loyal residents of Calcutta would have closed their 
plus of ‘business’ ever if they had received no order to de 0 from the dutho- 
rities. It Would have beet sufficient if only ‘thie more important shops and 


Houses had been elosed. It is hoped’ an enquiry, will be made into ſbe 
Puan nf 10 goon: ; 90 0 nr ever f 8 
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_Raxorve 5. The Rampf Vartavaha (Rangpur) of the let February has the 
5 b ee e yh following: III Dit DA OW. DaB Ale 
e. <- Obtuse hakime in Baan, We have been saying for a long time that» the 
people of Rangpur have to suffer’ un necessarily owing to the presence of a large 

number of obtuse hakwns in that district. We have been crying’ ont against 

udicial officers in à voice loud enough to pierce the very 

le to ‘Undérstand why that ‘voice is not entering “mts ‘the 

Mr. Yusuf was a Joint Magistrate. Government 
angpur. At the time 
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case, and ju 


Why di 


te; | 
Harimohan 


e prayer made by the complainant; ‘Gaursun F section 37 
the Code of Criminal Procedure, for a transfer of tec ease’ to! some other 
Court? Was it for the “reason that the matter would in that case pass ont of 
his aus? “THe Judge also rejected the prayer of ther Bovernment Pleader 
for a postponement’ on the ground of idh-Aftendance of witnesses. Did the 
orate men decide the case according to hie fancy. and without 1 

evidence? Why did the Judge unnecessarily rebuke the complainant and ht 
witnesses? What right had he to rebuke or intimidate the complainant and 
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High Court. Our uneasiness will be at an end when this bribery 
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stnosses? He threatened some with criminal’ prosecution and some with 
5 Why did he do so? Should a Judge not in this wayf It is 
disease with Rangpur Judges to intimidate people? Our present Subordinate 
Judge, Aswiui Babu, is in the habit of unnecessarily mocking and jeering at 
parties to suite. Rangpur is in a dead sleep, or the story of these 
would, at any rate, have reached the ears, of the authorities long ago. 
not ba able to speak more about our Subordinate Judge this time for 5 
space. We will discuss his proceedings some other time. Let the kin 
reader now hear about our Judge. ee: 4 

In the course of his evidence, Kali Krishna Babu said that he had attend 
the lower oourt to 2 its a on receiving an order from the Judge 

effect. The Judge saw that 1 da nt, a. d not 

838 record it. Ee ven rebuked the Witness by way of hinting to him 
that he should say nothing on the point. But will the Judge be able to prove 
that what the witness said was not true? We will publish everything about 
the Judge and about Hari Mohon Babu in instalments. During his short 
stay of nine months in Rangpur, the Judge exhausted everybody's patience 
there. He used to acquit accused persons and order the criminal prosecution 
of their accusers and their witnesses, and the latter used to be discharged by 


that repository of justice, the High Court. He passed capital sentence on 


three persons in one and the same case and these persons, too, were discharged 
by the High Court. A similar thing has happened in the present bribery’ case. 
II. Yusuf suspended Gaursundar Babu from service and ordered his criminal 
prosecution. By 
reinstated in his post, and this although the matter has not gone up to the 
! case will be 
tried in the High Court. The High Court is a heaven on earth, and it would 
be no exaggeration to call the District Courts so many Hells. It would be im- 
sible to publish N our small paper at one and the same time. 


Details will therefore be published another time. 


We have been rebuked and tbreatened by some people for writiug about 
this bribery case. But say what people may, we will never, so long as life 
lasts, conceal the truth or write anything against our knowledge or belief. Our 


sole prayer to God is that we may learn to realise the transitoriness of human 


life and the responsibilities of a newspaper editor and be able to crush false- 
hood under our feet, : | 

6. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 
6th February writes as follows: 


It is strange that Government’s attention has 
not been long ere now directed to the evil arising 
from the frequent change of District officers. It is true, so far back as 1882, 
there was some correspondence on the subject between the Secretary of State 


How to check frequent change 
of district officers. 


and the Government of Lord Ripon, but there was nothing like a full discuss- 


ion or consideration of it, and no steps were taken to remove the evil. It is 
now satisfactory to learn that Lord Curzon has taken up the question in right 
earnest, and with a view of checking the evil, has made some alterations in the 


leave rules, But the evil can also be to a great extent removed by appointing 


native officers of proved ability to take the places of European district officers, 


when the latter go on leave, are promoted, die or retire instead of filling up the 


vacancies with young and raw civilians, who have no knowledge and experience 


of the country. Tbe country will also be very much benefited by the per- 


manent appointment of a large number of native officers as District officers. 
Natives are content with smaller pay than Europeans, require shorter periods of 


leave, and are as a matter of course possessed of greater knowledge of the 
country and its inhabitants. Besides, as Judicial chee: natives . won 
praise from the highest judicial authoritjes in Kurope. 
If Lord Curzon can see his way to uccept this 
effectually remove the inconvenience which is ¢ 
of District officers, but will make a large saving of. public expenditure, 
7. The same paper “ye 15 5 8 3 the fact of the case in which 
: ep, Ar. Ainslie, Deputy Magistrate of Monghyr, sen- 
iw Moree cea interfer- tenoed a man who was taking his sick chil home 
, from Monghyr town and whose child died on the way, 


tion, he will not only 
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was a damaging statement, and did not, 


y order of the present just Judge, Gaursundar Babu has been 
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three months’ imprisonment for ing a case of p , attracted. the 
ie of the 1 ieutenasit-Ci@yemor in the columns of the Amrita Basar Patrika 
of the 22nd January last, His Honour sent for the = of the case : 
ing them ordered the release of the man. The people of 3 are 
leasing His Honour for this act. It is indeed acts like which endear 
officials to the people of thiscountry. May God long spare Sir John Wood- 
burn to fill the musnad of Bengal. Fe 


„The Sanjivani Calcutta] of the 7th February expresses gratitude to 
pepe : the 1 tee "tl justice he has 

The Lieutenant-Governor's in- done in a Bihar case. The son of a gentleman of 
W Monghyr having been attacked with fever was 
removed by his father to a village, where he subsequently died of plague. 
Mr. Ainslie, Deputy Magistrate of Monghyr, sentenced the bereaved father 
to imprisonment for three months for having removed the plague patient. The 


and on 
the 


Lieutenant-Governor on seeing a report of the case in the newspapers called 


for the papers of the case, and after perusing them, ordered the prisoner to be 
released. ill not His Honour teach Mr. Ainslie a severe lesson for the harsh- 
ness of his proceedings in this case? 7 


9. The Khulna (Khulna) of the 7th February says that the number of 
criminal cases in this small district of Khulna is 

_ Working of the Criminal Courts few. Yet the judicial officers at head - quarters are 
N seen to work till a late hour of the evening. The 
reason is that up to 2 or 3 p.m. every such officer has to do Collectorate work. 
This state of things may easily be rectified ¥ the exercise of proper supervision 
over the working staff by the Magistrate. This subject was referred to in a 


revious issue of this paper (see Report of Native Papers for 29th Decem- 
er 1900, paragraph 9). a 
10. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 8th February says that for the last 
8 30 years all municipal cases in Calcutta have 
e eee eee Magis. been decided by the Honorary Magistrates, and the 
N latter have been praised by the Government for the 
impartial discharge of their duties. But now most officers of the — 
have become, like police officers, fond of power and highhandedness. Thanks 
also to the Government, a more rigorous municipal law has been brought into 
operation. ‘he consequence is that there is no end to the sufferings of the 
rate-payers. Honorary Magistrates realise the situation of the rate-payers, and 
do their best to save them from oppression. But this is not liked by the 
municipal authorities and the Government, whether under their advice or not 
is not known, is about to appoint a separate Magistrate, to be called the Munici- 
pal Magistrate, to try all municipal cases. No one can tell that this Magistrate 
will not be guided by the principle No conviction, no promotion.” The 
proposal has, therefore, alarmed the residents of Calcutta. Government has not 
yet been able to prove that the Honorary Magistrates have ever shewn any bias 
in favour of the rate-payers. No reason can therefore be seen for inereasing 
ur. expenditure by appointing a separate Municipal Magistrate. Sir John 


oodburn is requested to give up his intention of appointing such a Magis- 
trate, | 


11. The Dacca Prakash [Dacca] of the 10th February complains of the 
present method of serving summonses, notices and 
other processes issued in the mufassal. Processes 
: issued at the instance of Government are served by 
the peons without the help of anybody to point out the defendants. It very 
often happens that the peons make false returns of service, and the consequence 
is that the defendant has to suffer irremediable loss. In the case of processes 
issued at the instance of private parties, the latter are required to send men 
with the peons to point out the defendants. But this opens out to the peons 
a wide door for corruption. Unless a peon is paid a handsome gratifica- 
tion by the party, he harasses the man who accompanies him, and even refuses 
to serve the process, The oppression which the peons commit in this way on 
the parties is indescribable. Ererybody knows this, but no one attempts to 
find out a remedy. : 


Service of processes in the 
mufarsal. 


(6157 ) 
7... ˙ may be substituted for tie ji 


* 1 


method, to the great relief of snitors:— 


1) A union committee or a committee of panchayets should be 
for Mes group of eight or ten villages, and the collecting panchayet 


1 


commi be required to serve all processes through the agency 
chavkidars. The Ne may be allowed : fee of one or two annas for 
oe 0 los as such committees are not appointed, the present villa : 
panchsyet should point out to a. chaukidar the man on whom a process is to be 
served, and the chaukidar should serve the Process; or the chaukidar should 
accompany the serving peon and see to the service of the process, In either of 
these cases, it should be the duty of the panchayet to fill up the return of service 
with the names of witnesses, receiving a small remuneration for his trouble. 
(3) As the process fees which are realised from the parties are more than 
enough to cover the pay of the serving peons, only one summons or other 
process should at one time be made over to a peon, and he should be re uired 
to serve it before receiving another for ‘service. The party at whose instance 
a process is issued should attend court at the time his process is made over 
to the peon and should accompany him in order to point out the defendant. 
AW which do not relate to money and do not require the arrest 
of any person should be served by means of postal registered covers, In this 
case, too, it should be the duty of the panchayet to point out the parties on 
whom service is to be made and to fill up the returns. „„ 


(d) — Education. eb ar 


12. The Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 7th February says it made an error 
by stating in its previous issue that Dr. P. C. R 
Mr. Delaney and the Provin- ond Messrs. Debendra Nath Mallik and P 
wank cates wet dace Chandra Mahalanabis are not members of the Pro- 
vincial Educational Service. The Editor says that what he really meant was 
that when Dr. P. C. Roy was drawing a monthly salary of Rs. 400 after 
so long a service, how could Mr, Delaney be appointed to the same pay from 
the beginning ? oe | ) 4 
13. Referring to the Government's proposal to bring private schools 
ee : under its supervision the Bangavast (Calcutta) of 
Aer cn to place private schools the 9th February writes as follows: - 
r Government control, . ° ° 
In Bengal there is not one school which is 
entirely unconnected with Government, and which does not covet Government 
scholarships. From the Primary and Middle Vernacular schools to the F. A. 
Colleges, every institution desires to have Government scholarships: for its 
students. It is not to be wondered that under such circumstances the proprie- 
tors of private schools should have petitioned against this resolution; perhap 
many of them will close their schools for good. It may not be a bad thing 


to create a jaira company with the boys and their teachers. But we forget 
that theatres too are under the supervison of Government. 


. (e) — Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration, 


14. The Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 9th February says that hearing 

that, at the instance of a native Municipal Com- 
missioner, the Bhowanipur Municipality was going 
| to change the name of Harish Chandra Road into 
Curzon Road, Lord Curzon at once wrote a letter to that Municipality to the 


effect that such a change would not please him. The fact dlearly shows how 
high-minded His Excellency is. , wk ile 


15. A correspondent of the Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Anand Basar Patrika 
i [Calcutta] of the 6th February says that in the 
cian" Bengali year 1304, Government was reported to 
pet 3 5 b * ave 8 Rs. 500 for the e of the severe 
ror-scarcity from which the people of Satithan, a village within the jurisdiction 
of the Dhamkhali thana in the Hooghly district, were suffering, and Ee doba 


Lord Ourzon on the naming of 
@ road. : | 


not exceeding six cottahs, in area, situated at one extremity of the village, was 
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ne-excavated,, though one of the larger tanks.in the centre of the village might 
well have been re-excavated with the money. It is scarcely possible that the. 
entire sum of Rs. 500 was spent in re-excavating the doba. , The water-searcity 
of the village has not been removed, and the result is that the residents suffer. 


* 


from various diseases in the hot season. 3 E 
16. A correspondent of the Sanjivani (Calcutta) of the 7th February 
quotes passages from 1 tg agree the Govern- 

The Jaynagar Municipality in ment Auditor submitted to the Accountant-General 3 
the 24-Pergams district = Bengal, on the accounts of the Jaynagar Muni- 
cipality in the 24-Parganas district for the period from Ist April 1899 to 30th 
June 1900, and asks if the ae Chairman 7 8 will an made 
responsible for the irregularities pointed out in those ges. copy of 
the report was forwarded by the Accountant-General to the 4 of 
the idency Division, but it is not known whether the latter has called for 


an explanation from the late Chairman and Vice-Chairman. The authorities 
shoul 


6 consider whether such waste of public money as is pointed out in the 
report should be allowed to go unnoticed, and the Lieutenant-Governor should 
keep a sharp eye on the working of this municipality. , 


-als and communications, including canals and trigation. 

17. The Medini Bandhav | Midnapore Jof the 6th February writes thet as 
1 yet trains do not come to Midnapore town for want 
~— : of a proper bridge over the river Cossye. A 
thatched house hes been erected to serve as a temporary station near Mahesh- 
ur on the bed of the river, and to this point trains come. A temporary 
ridge has also been thrown over the river to enable passengers, carriages and 
bullock-carts to cross it, and carriages had been so long allowed to come as far 
sa the station. But for about three weeks the station master has enforced the 
order that carnages bringin a will come only as far as the foot of the 
bridge on the further side of river, and any driver coming as far as the 
statiom will be fined ten annes. Now, the distance between the tation and the 
other side of the river is nearly half a mile. The hardship to which pardanashix 
Hindu and Musalman women are subjected is indeseribable. Moreover, there: 
being no shed in the station for the protection of passengers from the heat. of 
the sun, they have to bear it so long as the train does not come. The attention 
of the Traffic Manager of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway is drawn to these 
= A correspondent of the same paper says that a certain Radha Nath 
‘ra was asked by the station master, Mr. P. S. Krisana Ayer, of Balichak, om 
the. Bengal-Nagpur Railway, for a gratification of Rs. 5 as his due for trans- 
mitting a silk parcel to Amritsar. This having been refused, the parcel. was 
not transmitted. After writing for some time, Radha Nath wired to the 
District Traffic Superintendent against the station master, and left his goods in 
charge of the assistant station master. All this happened on the 7th January. 
The next day, as the man returned at eight or nine in the morning,, he was 
severely beaten by the station master with the help of three or four men, and: 
left senseless in the room of the assistant station master, into which the man 
had run for shelter. After this the station master wired that the assistant 
station master had severely beaten a man in his room, and that the man was 
still lying there. After due investigation, the police reported that Mr. Ayer 
was not guilty. Departmentally the really innocent man, the assistant station 
master, Was degraded and transferred, while the guilty station master was only 

transferred. In the meantime the employer of Radha Nath brought a crimi 
charge against the station master under section 323 of the Indian Penal Code. 
The case was oy er between the parties, on the station master paying 
Rs. 110 to. Radha Nath. Will the Tratftic Manager of the Bengal-Nagpur 

Railway make a thorough enquiry into the matter? 

The Editor cannot vouch for the correctness of the above. 


(h)— General. 
18. The. Wausha. Punch [Calcutta] of the Ist 1 says that the 
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value of ten rupees. The remitters of the smaller 


0 


( 130) J : 

punts are mostly poor men like the subscribers to native papers and ‘tite Hike, 
wits find the two 2 ae behover the postal aathorities to’ levy 
one anna fee on orders, the value of which is less than ten rupees. 
19. A Midnapore correspondent of the Hitavadi {Calcutta} of the fet Feb- 
— candidate fore Py OAT s that the ae 1 5 
appe date fon for the appointatent 0 usalmwan go regis- 
— marringe vat gree A 8 eg aot complied with. * — ago 
the marriage registrar of the Gopalganj and Kotelipsra thanas in the Faridpur 
district died, and his son, Manlvi A ur Rauf Chaudhari, a eompetent and 
popular man, was recommended by the Megistrate for the post. He submitted 
the certificates which were required by the Inspector-General of Re ion. 
But he did not get the post, which was given to @ Noakhali man. Subss- 
quently, the marriage registrarsbip of Maksud pur, im the same district, became 
vacant, and Abdur Hauf was again recommended by the Magistrate, but the 
post was not given to him. Thus disappointed, the Maulvi has submitted a 

memorial to Lord Curzon. f 2 5 ae 
| The Editor wants to know why the Registratiou Department is so unkind 

to the Maulvi. 482 a A 
20. The Khulna — the 7th February contains the following :— 
: r Wie are tired of agitating against the Khulna. 
ens To : Post Office, and yet we have got no redress, The 
mail train reaches Khulna by 5-15 in the morning, but we have seen the 
carrier with his mail-bag isswing slowly and lezily at 7 a.m. from the Mail 
Agent's office to go to the head office. But even at that late hour the doors: 
of the head office remain closed from insids. But letters for the villages in 
the vieinity of the station are distributed by this time. Thetownsmen do not 
receive their letters before 10 or II A. x., and have, therefore, to suffer great 
inconvenience by failing to catch the 9-18 a.m. train. | eu 
21. A correspondent of the Sanjivané of the 7th February, writing from 
| | [Arrah’}, criticises the conduct of two Local Govern- 
Behe closing. of offices by two ment servants. The first, Mr. Toogood, Superin- 
of Queen's deal.. tending Engineer of Arrah, did not close his office 
| on receiving news of the Queen's demise. He had 
probably received no orders from Government; bat he should nevertheless have 
stopped the work of his office on bis own responsibity as the officers: of other 


nts did. The second, Mr. Geake, District Magistrate and Collector: 
of Arrah, called a méeting of the Distriet Board to collect votes for the appoint- 
ment of a District Engineer en Saturday, the 2nd February, the day of the: 
Queen's funeral. The conduct of these two officers: has not been ‘satisfactory 


to the public. 


22. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 8th February says that, according: to 


. the Bengales newspaper, Mr. Cobden-Ramsay 
Wann Under-Secretary to the Government of Bengal, on 


the 23rd August last, addressed a letter to the Secretary to the Board of 


Revenue; Land Revenue Department, enquiring what opening there was in 
the office of the Board and in the offices of the Divisional Commissioners for 


the employment of Europeans and Eurasians, and asking for some other infor- 
mation of a like nature. No one ever dreamt that such a letter would be: 
issued in the time of Sir John Woodburn.. Fitness and ability ought to be 
respected without distinction of colour. In his reply to the address which 


was presented to Lord Curzon from the Eurasian and Anglo-Indian Association 
on his arrival in India, His Lordship advised the Eurasians.to deserve and 


then to desire, Not many days ago, His Lordship said in the islative 
Council that Her late Majesty's Proclamation a the guide of all Indiaw 


administrators. It cannot be believed that. the noble Lord has so. goon forgotten: 


his own advice and his own admission. 
23, The Basumati (Calcutta) of the 14th February says that in the census 
4 ² tn pcnieation atthe of 1891, Nama-sudras were designated as Chandais, 
the ensuing census, and it was only after the Nama-sudras had 


memoridlised- the Lieutenant-Governor on the 


subject that they were styled Nama-sudras in the census report. In the ensuing 
8 they have been again given the name of Chandals and their occupation: 
been stated to be fishing and boating.. In Bengal, there are about: 
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2,000,000 Nama-sudras, of whom only less than a hundred thousand live by 
e fishing and boating,” the remaining 1, 900, 000 live by 1 trade, 
carpentry, talukdari or money- lending, or by following * pos profes- 
sions of mukhtar or medical practitioner, etc. There is no social connection 
between the former and the latter. From their occupation, the men of the 
first class alone appear to have been formerly called Chandals, Because they 
have gradually adopted the name of Nama-sudras, it is not right to include them 
in the same category in the census reports with the far larger class of Nama- 
sudras, who live by the nobler callings mentioned above. In the Brahma 
Vaivarta Puran, Kudars are said to be the descendants of Brabmans, who 
lost their caste by coming into contact with Kotaks or house-builders. As 
there are many Nama-sudras. who still follow the calling of builders, it is 
probable that the Nama-sudras were formerly Tudars. Considering all this, 
Nama-sudras and Chandais should not be classed together, nor should Nama- 
sudras be described as following the occupation of fishing and boating.” 
They should be described as agriculturists. | : 


VI.— MISCELLANEOUS, 


24. The Sikshak Suhrid [Dacca] of the 28th January has the following :— 
Her late Mai India’s mother, Victoria, 18 no more in tbis 
jesty. : | 4 
world. How are we to express our sorrow? Our 
hearts are too full. Having lost our mother, we are in the condition of a 
child who having lost the soft and tender lap of its mother falls into incessant 
crying. We cherished the same devotion and love for the late Empress, and 
placed the same reliance on her as a child does for its mother. And Victoria, 
on her part, entertained for us a mother’s affection and tenderness, and took in 
us a mother’s care. The terrible Boer war broke our mother’s heart, and the 
grief that was smouldering within her has to-day been reduced to ashes. 
25. The Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 4th February says that it is a 
The on of Edward VII, matter of great gratification that His Majesty 
wessen OF award . Edward VII has announced that he will never 
forget bis Indian subjects, be they rich or poor. Long live His Majesty, 
whose presence in India filled the hearts of his Indian subjects with immense 
joy. His Majesty also says that he will govern India according to constitu- 
tional principles. It should be observed in this connection that constitutional 
overnment is suited toEngland, where Christianity is the State religion; but 
in a country like India, where the religion of the subject people is different from 
that which is followed by its Sovereign, constitutional government is not likel 
to prove beneficial. It is our fervent hope that His Majesty will not forget his 


Indian subjects. 3 : 
26. The Pratinidhi [Comilla] of the 5th Febru- 
ary contains a poem lamenting the late Queen’s 


A poem on the Queen’s death. 


death. 
27. The Manbhum N of the öth February prays for the health of 
mind and body of the new Sovereign, Edward VII. 
As the ruler of a vast Empire and of countless 
subjects, perpetual peace in his dominions cannot be expected. So may God 
2 him such strength of body and mind as will sustain him in his arduous 
rule. a 
28. The Roenama-i-Mukaddas Hablul Mateen [Calcutta] of the 5th Febru- 
Edward VII ary has the following :— 170 . 
n The new Sovereign of England has taken the 
name of Edward VII. Her late Majesty's desire was that her successor 
should take that name. When His Majesty entered public life, his sagacity 
and keen-sightedness in connection with public affairs and works of public 
utility extorted the admiration of the whole civilized world. His. Majesty's 
visit to India, which took place in 1870, was a memorable event in the history 
of this country. In the course of that visit he made himself acquainted with 
every native chief and every public body, native as well as European. The 
devoted 4 I wn by the Indians gave His Majesty the greatest satisfaction. 
It is evideut that be is the most popular Sovereign of England. His Majesty 
strictly observes the rites of his religion and is exceedingly kind to his.subjects. 


The new King-Emperor. 


7 
2 


(4a) | | 


bighminded statesman is seen from the fact that 
zince he began to take part in the affairs of the kingdom, he has never expre 
ed his opinion on any political question and shown no favour to any political 
party. When he the oath he said that he would strictly follow the policy 
of 


] te other, : pe: | ek 3 55 

75 The same paper says that the Musalmans of India, Shias and Sunnis, 

5 felt very sorry at the death Her Majesty. On the 

What the Maraiman community day of her burial, the Musalmans in their houses of 

1 worship offered prayers for the salvation of her 
soul. They fed the poor and distributed alms. | 

3 30. The Kasipur Nivast [Barisal] of the 6th 

Q A tee meting. Se February contains a baul song lamenting the late 

Queen’s death. 


31. The Murshidabad Hitaishi [Murshidabad] of the 6th ‘February 
l contains a 1 —— lamenting the late Queen's 


That His Majesty: is a very 


A poem on the Queen's death. death 
32. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrita [Calcutta] of the 
The maidan meeting. 6th February writes as follows :— 


Many people thought that Europeans would 
not join the maidan meeting. Those who thought so were mistaken, for on 
that day of universal mourning, Europeans forgot all race-feeling and with 
an open heart joined the natives in “pers sorrow at Her late Majesty’s 
death. Not to speak of other Europeans, the Viceroy, the Lieutenant-Governor, 
and the Chief Commissioner of Assam with their Secretaries came to the meet- 


ing. That was, indeed, a day on which everybody found himself weighed 


own with a sorrow which was indescribable. | 

When we think how familiarly the Viceroy is mixing with the people 
on all occasions connected with the late Empress’s death, we are filled with 
delight. The Indians are by nature a loyal people, and the fact that the 
authorities never gave them an opportunity for a public expression of their 
loyalty is due to a misapprehension on their part of the loyalty which is innate 
in the Indian. If Lord Curzon’s present feeling towards the people becomes 
permanent, and if all officials follow his example and behave sympathetically 
towards those whom they govern, the 1 in no time come to understand 


how deep is the loyalty of the natives and see the mistake they have made by 
introducing a rigorous rule in this country. They will then see that it is 


quite unnecessary to maintain here a British army seventy thousand stron 
and to keep the Indians disarmed. If the officials see their mistake an 


improve the system of Government, poor India will once more become a land 
of plenty and happiness. 


33. The Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 7th February publishes a Bengali 
Wil translation of the Emperor's letter to the princes 

5 and people of India, and says: — 55 
The Sovereign is soliciting the love and loyalty of his subjects, and 


promises that he will try to merit their loving devotion. His Imperial Majesty 
assures them that he is determined to do his best to promote their a t 


Just think of the distance that separates the Sovereign of the vast British 
Empire from the small and insignificant Indian people. It is the Sovereign’s 
aspiration to become the object of our loyalty and attachment. His Imperial 
Majesty would have suffered no harm if he had not given expression to this 
aspiration of his heart. None of us had ever expected that he would write 
o the princes and people of India with such courtesy and condescension. _ 

e are charmed to read the Emperor's letter. Its elegant and feeling 


t 
ra has won our heart’s devotion. Poor Indians as we are, what more 


shall we say? We consider ourselves fortunate if a petty afficer’s peon 
addresses us in courteous language, but to-day the sweet and affectionate 
words of the Emperor of India have treated us to such sweet music that 
language fails to describe it. We pray to God that He may grant the new 
Emperor such health of body and mind as may enable him to give effect to 
hig. noble resolve, and that crores of the ever poor Indian subjects may with u 
sincere and joyful heart sing their Emperor's praise and consider themselves 
supremely blest. 1 oe , | wel a, 
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2 Banki 1 of e Ohad February 5 blishes poem 
35. Al Punch ‘ipore} of the 8th of publishes a pi 

The desth of the Queen : it, team ing the death of thé Qneen-Empress and 

re, offering condolence to the bereaved Royal amily. 

It also rpm Se amg of the meetings held by the Musalmans at 

2 otihari and Dinapore to express their sorrow at the death of Her 
ajesty. | | | 

. 30 The Hitavadi [ Calcutta! of the 8th February says that King Edward 

— totes tO Vem addressed letters to his subjects expres- 


) — — a sive of deep gratitude to them for their expression 


of sorrow at bis mother’s death. In these letters 

His Majesty has addressed his English subjects ‘‘my subjects”, his Colonial 

subjects as my subjects over the seas” and his subjects in this country as the 

rinces and people of India”. He has assured all of them that he will do his 

est to discharge the sacred duties that have devolved upon him. His assurance 
is the only hope of his poor Indian subjects. : 

37. A correspondent of the Fducation Gazette [Chinsurah} of the 8th 

February writes as follows :— 
pn NER Are The late Queen Victoria was the first Empress 
of the whole of united India. From the Russo-Afghan frontier on the 
Hindukush Mountain to China, from the western boundary of Beluchistan to 
Singapur, from the southern extremity of Ceylon to the northern boundary of 
Ladak, India, as a whole, was never before subject to one such strong imperial 
rule, was never before able to realize so vividly her own unity. The grand 
object for the attainment of which the Kshatriya, the Buddhist, the Rajput 
the Pathan, the Moghul and the Marhatta had, in vain, waged sanguinary wars 
for centuries, was permanently accomplished during the reign of the late Queen 
Empress. There were occasions when the ideal of the United Indian Empire 
very nearly approached the point of realization under the rule of Ramchandra, 
Yudhisthir, Asok and Vikramaditya and in later times, during the reign of 
the Moghul Emperors and the Mahratta Peshwas; but with the death of those 
rulers the work of unification came to an end, Nor was that unification, imper- 
fect as it was, the outcome of a consistent and uniform administrative policy. 
But thanks to the railway, the steamer, the post-office, the telegraph and the 
newspapers, the progress made in this direction at the present time is 80 
striking that the Hindu, the Musalman, the Parsi, the Jain, the Christian and 
the Buddhist have come to regard themselves as Indians and as brethren full of 
sympathy with one another. 

There can be no question as to the propriety of erecting a memorial to the 
late Queen-Empress, that model woman, the first Empress of united India. 
This memorial should be raised in India with subscriptions collected from all 
India and should take the form of some vast and permanent and beneficial 
undertaking. The writer then considers the various suggestions made in this 
connection and concludes by advocating the establishment of a Victoria 
Technical College or Research Institute.” — 

WVC 38. The same paper contains a Sanskrit 


Queen. m lamenting the death of the late Queen- 
| press. 

The same paper gives a Bengali translation of 
4 . to the the Emperor's letter to the princes and people of 


India. 
39. The Mihir- o- Sudhabar [ Calcutta] of the 


4 poem on the Qyeen's dea. gth February contains poems lamenting the late 


Queen's death, 

40. The Samay [Calcutta] of the 8th February gives a Bengali 
eS e translation of the Emperor's address to the 
Princes and ‘people of India, * a people of India and writes as 


We are exceedingly glad to hear the soothing -words of our noble- 
minded Emperor. Jt is superfluous to say that every Indian will feel. excep- 
tionally favoured by these inspiriting words of his new King-Emperor and 


inspired with hope in his already despondent heart. We pray to the. } 


7 


“Spee 
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that our sovereign may attain: long life and rule his subjects blessed with 


y ‘saga 
ninterrupted prosperity at home and abroad, in his family and in his empire 
— in 11 of unbroken peace. Ma the Indians give him the same 
high place in their heart of hearts which they gave to the late Empręass. 
41. The Bangavasi Calcutta] of the th February expresses full, con- 


currence with the idea of erecting a Victoria 


Commemorstion proposals. Hall to commemorate. the reign of the late, duc 
Empress of India, but opposes the proposal put forth by Babu Suren 
N ath Banerji for the construction of. another ‘Town Hall for the delivery 
of public speeches. ea WONG OF ibe ont ef etudod bellpows seeilt 
42. The Prativasi (Calcutta) of the 11th. February gives a, Bengali 
nt 16 : translation of the Emperor's letter to the princes 
The Emperor's letter. |, aad people of India. di sole, 4 14f y 
43. The Bangabhumi [Calcutta | of the 12th. February in referring to the 
50 80 nme Sovereign’s letter to the princes and people of 
The eror’s letter to the India: writes as follows: 1 ats 
princes and people of Indis, =” May God fulfill our Sovereign’s wish. But 
he has said nothing which can console us. As King, you are a god in human 
shape, we shall adore you, you will receive our adoration, We shall ask you 
to give us many things, but with little hope of getting them. Yet we shall 
not cease to-ask. We shall stand at your door with many matters, do you 
but onee turn your eyes towards us - do you give us only sweet words 
and we shall be fully satisfied.! 1 F 5 e 
Lord! We are not able to understand the meaning of your words. 
England is a constitutional kingdom; the day on which you first took the 
royal sceptre you took the oath, for the satisfaction of your relations and 
powerful subjects, that you would always help to uphold the constitutional 
principles of the English nation; you took the oath that you would put no 
obstacle in the way of the independence of your subjects. ‘Sovereign, who 
governs us—you or your Cabinet or your Houses of Parliament, or your State 
Secretary for India, or your Viceroy ? Who is our real ruler? Do our piteous 
cries réach the ears of the Parliament, the embodiment of the constitution 


you speak of? If they do, are they heard? It may be that on the opening 


day of Parliament each session you will: speak: expressing. your wish: for the 
good of India; but who will care for us at other times? Emperor! give us 
sweet words—for none gives us sweet words. 5 1 
44. Referring to the Town Hall meeting held to consider the memorial 
question, the Prabhat Calcutta] of the 13th Feb- 

ruary writes us follows: - = 
The memorial question had been in a manner settled beforehand, The 
wealthy and ä yeh, “er and natives of Calcutta had been, invited to 
Government House, and the. Viceroy had brought forward his proposal regard- 
ing a Victoria Hall before the assembled guests. It is needless to say that. no 
one had ventured to protest against His Excellenoy's proposition. It is not 
always that people have the courage to oppose off * a scheme which has 
received the Viceroy’s personal support and is publicly advocated by him after 

long and anxious de liberation. e eee ee e ee 

The details of the Viceroy's proposal were shortly afterwards given in the 
newspapers, and the public then came to see what the proposed Victoria Hall 
was intended to be. The object of the Town Hall meeting was, to put the 
public in possession’ of all necessary information regarding the form of the 
memorial which had been decided upon. This was, however, a secondary 
object; the primary object of the meeting was to approach, hat in hand, the 
assembled Rajas and Maharajas. Nor is it the case tlliat these wealthy and 
charitable men were unable to understand the Viceroy’s intentions. There was 
therefore, not much necessity for His Excellency's taking the trouble to preside 
at the Town Hall meeting and make the eloquent speech that he made on the 
oceasion. Why make troublesome preparations for gaining an object which 
can be accomplished by a mere nod? A damp soil can do without the moisture 
which is caused by rain. That is why, when the Viceroy, at the conclusion of 
his speech, loudly announced the liberal donations which had. been promised hy 
certain Rajas and Maharajas, the announcement did not come as a eurprise 
upon his intelligent audience. The present condition of, Indian millionaires 


The memorial question. 
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ts us in mind of the mariners, who according: to classical mythology, were 
ured to ‘destruction by the song of the sirens. We do not know what Pitch 
ing power there is in the sweet song of invitation which: is from time to time 
heard from Government House. But so charming it is that the Rajas and 
Mahatajas who hear it find themselves moved st heart, and forming high hopes 
and De run precipitately towards the man who so summons them, 
while their locked treasure chests are suddenly opened as if by midgit, and the 
imprisoned coins take to themselves charmed wings and fly away, settling 
themselves at last in „funds“ formed for their reception The fate that awaits 
these so-called donors is known to every body. ocr 

Lord Curzon possesses great experience of such matters, and that is why he 
has had the courage to launch his immense scheme at this time of trouble and 
adversity. His scheme is and and costly in proportion as the present 
condition of the Indians is deplorable. But what of that? The slightest 
movement of his finger will be sufficient to raise a couple of crores of rupees. 
Our Indian Rajas are, one and all, so many Gauti Sens ever ready to 
honour thé cheques that may be drawn upon them. So that there need be no 
anxiety as to how the necessary funds will be raised. Let crores of rupees be 
forthcoming at a glance from the Viceroy, There is no harm in that, But 
surely, everybody has the right to discuss the merits of a scheme, the suooessful 


execution of which will involve an enormous expenditure of money. 


As to the desirability of erecting a Victoria Hall, it is really a wonder how, 
taking all facts and circumstances into consideration, Lord Curzon hasbeen 
able to arrive at such a novel and curious decision. Admitting that the 
antiquary and the historian may derive knowledge and entertainment from an 
inspection of Lakshman Sen’s shoes, Seraj - ud · dowlah's sword, Krishna Chandra’s 
stick and Mir Jaffer's turban, how will common people understand the value of 
stich relies? How many of such people intelligently inspect the hundreds of 
ancient relies which are kept so carefully arranged in the Calcutta Museum? 
The relics of ancient days apart, how many of those who visit the Museum 
study with care even the many wonderful things of the present day? By 
common people we do not mean the low Hindustani pilgrims, men. and women, 
who are in the habit of visiting the museum when returning from the Kalighat 
temple, but all young and educated graduates of the University. 
I be fact is, we do not know how to see, have not learnt how to see. The 
English boy, it is perfectly true, may feel a patriotic pride at the sight of the 
Nelson column in Trafalgar Square, but even the sight of Vikramaditya’s 
enchanted throne (Batrish Sinhasan) does not exeite our curiosity. The statue of 
Sir Ashley Eden at the cornerof the Writers’ Buildings has lately been removed 
and a small monument has been erected on the site. But how many among 
the thousands of edueated Bengalis who daily visit this part of the city have 
yet taken the trouble to énquire what the object of this monument is or what 
istoric event it is intended to commemorate? How many natives again care 
to visit the Oaleutta Public Library and study the priceless treasures which it 
contains? The fact is, the people of this country take little or no interest in 
history and antiquities. & ; | 5 jogos 
here can be no difference of opinion as to the fact that the object for 
which the Viceroy advocates the erection of a Victoria Hall is, considered in the 
abstract, excéedingly laudable. But it is idle to expect that any such building 
would prove of the least benefit to anybody in this country. A Victoria Hal 
may be prized and appreciated by the people who can pay such a high price 
as three hundred rupees for an empty chocolate tin box, the box, with 
which each of her soldiers in South Africa was presented by the late Queea- 
E a who affectionately wear, as a locket, a piece of leud recovered from a 
battle-field, who can purchase Shakespeare’s pen for a lakh of rupees, and who 
do not hesitate to spend a crore of rupees in order to procure a painting by 
eee or Vandyke, but it will not be valued and uppreciated by us. A 
iiding like the one sed by the Viceroy would be & fit memorial of the 

Queen in England, but not in India. 5 ig 
45. The Baswmati [Calcutta] of the 14th February, says that from the 


ss i aga Krishna by the Viceroy’s Private Secretnry giving 
expression to his Excellency’s feelings in regard to the #aidan meeting A from 
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ir John Wood burn’s utterances at the Town Hall on the same subject, it.isclear 
— both the Viceroy and the Lieutenant-Governor were pleased too see the Hin- 
dus’ outburst of loyalty. But the gathering cannot have been a pleasant spectacle 
to many anti-native Europeans. ‘The outhurst of loyalty may have been 
dee by them, but the sight of such a large gathering on only two day's 
notice and with one sacred object in view—a sure indication that the natives 
have not yet become inert like the dead men, as they seemed to be, but have 
still life, fire and power, for combination in them—was one not much calculated 
to be quite edifying or agreeable to Europeans. We are, therefore, all the more 
glad to hear that the gathering of that day pleased the Viceroy and the 
Lieutenant-Governor. Both Lord Curzon and Sir JohnWoodburn are men 
ssessed of an insight into the human heart. Their appreciation of the 
thering was therefore very natural. India stands, so to speak, on a deep 
foundation of loyalty and devotion, devotion to the gods and loyalty to the 
sovereign. The present Viceroy, who is always anxious to 1 his subjects, 
knows well how to keep that foundation strong and uninjured, 


URITA Papers. 


46, All the native papers of Orissa are still in mourning on account of 
the death of Her late Imperial majesty. Their 
columns are full of short sketches of her life and 
many poetical lines, expressive of deep sorrow, 
occupy their columns. They also give accounts of meetings held at different 
places, to give expression to the national sentiment, which is one of devotion 
and loyalty to the British throne. They also sympathise with His Majesty 
and give short accounts of his previous life, concluding with the observation 
that His Majesty has been called upon to rule the British Empire at a ripe age 
when good and mature judgment prevails. They hope everything for the 
better. 


47. The Samvadvahska | Balasore | of the 31st January is informed that 40 
aes 3 a died of cholera in mauza Brahmania and a 
— 1 large number of small-pox in mauza Kalinga, 
both the mauzas being situated in the Balasore 

thana of the Balasore district. 


48. Refering to the appointment of a large number of additional signallers 
* 3 in the Telegraph Department, the Uvtkaldipika 
siguallers. Ss Cuttack] of the 2nd February points out that the 


grievances of the native signallers in that Depart- 
ment ought to be carefully attended to. 


49. The same paper is glad to find that His Excellency the Viceroy has 

The Viceroy condoling with COmmunicated His Excellency’s sympathy to the 
the mother of the late Dewan of mother of the late Rao Kanti Chandra Mukharji 
aypur. Bahadur, a kind and gracious act, which is much 


appreciated by the native public, The writer hopes that the Maharaja of Jaypur 
will not forget the family of the late Rao Bahadur. 


50. The same paper is 2 5 pinion that the Agricultural and Industrial 
Th . xhibition held at Cuttack on the 25th of the last 
1 oe Lene and month was a success, though the effect of it on 


the public mind was marred by the universal sorrow 


into which the whole nation was plunged by the demise of Her late Imperial 
Majesty. 


The late Empress and the new 
Emperor. 


Assam Papers. 


51. The Paridarsak [Sylhet] of the Ist February writes as follows:— _ 
enn Empress Victoria's death has plunged all 
Indians, young and old, man, woman and child, 
in a sea of grief. Incomparable virtue of Her late Majesty charmed the 
2 world and in her were truly realised tbe Hindu Sastras which say that a 
ane Is a great god in human shape. It would be no exaggeration to say that 

er Majesty was a goddess and the guardian angel of the Indians. The 
strings of her tender heart ‘were touched at India’s sorrow, and she evinced 
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